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Polypectomy 
 

A polypectomy is a medical procedure where a polyp, which is an abnormal growth of tissue 

that protrudes from a mucous membrane, is removed from the body. Polyps can occur in 

various parts of the body, such as the stomach, colon, and small bowel. 

 

Colon polyps: Polyps in the colon, also known as colorectal polyps, are often removed 

during a colonoscopy. Colon polyps are usually removed to prevent the development of 

colon cancer, as some types of polyps can potentially become cancerous over time. 

 

Complications of a polypectomy may include: 

 

• Bleeding: Removal of a polyp may cause bleeding, especially if the polyp is large or 

located in a highly vascular area. However, bleeding is usually minimal and can be 

controlled during the procedure. 

• Infection: In rare cases, polypectomy may result in infection at the site where the 

polyp was removed. This risk is generally low and can be minimized by following 

proper infection control measures during the procedure. 

• Perforation: There is a small risk of perforation, or a tear or hole, in the tissue or organ 

where the polyp is being removed. This risk is low, but it can occur, particularly in 

procedures involving the colon or other delicate tissues. 

• Recurrence: Polyps can sometimes grow back after removal, especially if the 

underlying cause of the polyp, such as chronic inflammation, is not addressed. 

Regular follow-up and monitoring may be necessary to detect and manage any 

recurrence. 

 

It’s important to note that the specific indications, complications, and risks associated with a 

polypectomy can vary depending on the location and size of the polyp, as well as the overall 

health of the patient. It’s always best to consult with a qualified healthcare professional for 

personalized medical advice. 


